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Ensuite
evolution

2019 HIA HOME OF
THE YEAR ‘THE
RESIDENCE’ BY
ZORZI BUILDERS

FROM SIMPLE ADJOINING BATHROOM TO
LUXURY PRIVATE RETREAT
BY NATALIE HORDOV

O

VER the years the ensuite has evolved
from a practical addition to a house
into an opulent space that eclipses
the main bathroom.
Webb & Brown-Neaves design
team leader Darren Grunwald said from having a
basic shower, vanity unit and toilet, ensuites had
developed to become the luxury item in the home
along with the kitchen.
“Clients are looking at this as their own private

retreat where they unwind,” he said.
“With gradual increases in luxury this included
the single vanity changing to a double, allowing
dual use, to a similar evolution of the shower with
dual shower heads.”
Luxus Homes sales and marketing director
Jarrad Cranston said ensuites were now spaces to
be shared and enjoyed, where quality time could
be spent together.
“Bathrooms on the other hand have moved

toward making best use of space for busy families,
where underutilised features such as the traditional
bath have been replaced by the functionality of
dual vanities,” he said.
Zorzi managing director David Reynolds said
while many people were happy with the basics of
a large walk-in shower, minimal glass for cleaning,
a double vanity unit and a toilet with its own door,
many clients saw their ensuite as a sanctuary after
a long day’s work, the ultimate indulgence.

Dine in style this Christmas
with our solid oak and teak furniture from

170 Stirling Highway Nedlands 93866730 webberfurniture.com.au
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“We have designed and built ensuites to
include private steam rooms, massage showers
and therapeutic baths,” he said.
“Some have views of the river or ocean, others
floor-to-ceiling frameless glass walls cast into
the tiles and concrete above, looking out over a
private lush garden.
“Reticulated sound throughout and linked
to lighting and airconditioning for the ultimate
sensory journey is a new thing, through to simple
mod cons such as wall-mounted or concealed
wireless phone chargers built into cabinets and
underfloor heating.
“The main bathroom has become much more
utilitarian as it is where the kids ‘get in and get
out’, whereas the master ensuite is now a big
selling point for homes for us as builders and for
resale. That is a big part of what continues to drive
the evolution of the ensuite.”
Mr Grunwald said showers were becoming a
large focus in Webb & Brown-Neaves homes.
“Clients are asking for shower rooms, so no
shower screens, and also exploring shower heads
that provide different sensory experiences,” he
said.
“We also get requests for steam rooms, bidets,
make-up stations, all these further adding to the
customisation of the space.
“Freestanding baths have been popular the
last few years and are still in high demand.
“Clients also want the space to feel as generous
as possible with plenty of natural light.”
Mr Grunwald said technology was also
becoming an inclusion in ensuites with Bluetooth
mirrors incorporating speakers and clocks, and
smart toilets.
Nature was also playing a role.
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‘THE PALM
SPRINGS’ BY
WEBB & BROWNNEAVES

“A trend starting to emerge is the linking
with nature, either with direct connection to
the outdoors, or planting within the space,”
he said.
Mr Cranston said the shared nature of
the ensuite meant his-and-hers sinks were in
demand, along with double walk-in showers.
Particular features included quality veneer
vanity units with stone/marble benchtops or
moulded composite benchtops, and showers
with rainfall showerheads, integrated niches,
hobless entry, frameless glass screens and tile
insert linear drains.
“Designer freestanding baths are now the
centrepiece to many bathrooms and the more
commonly used fireplaces provide a special
touch of warmth in the room designed for
cleansing and relaxation.” he said.
“Other features include switch-glass
screens for privacy, anti-fog mirrors with
integrated and soft LED strip lighting
continuing the welcoming ambience, whilst
full-height windows take advantage of views
and create a feeling of expansiveness.”
Mr Cranston and Mr Reynolds said
ensuites were no longer limited to the
master bedroom with guest rooms and minor
bedrooms more frequently having their own
bathrooms.
Mr Reynolds said it was not uncommon to
see a five-bedroom home with six bathrooms,
including an external bathroom for the pool
and alfresco area.
As to the future of the ensuite, he said it
started and ended with the imagination.

New! Balcony Pots
Our new range of stylish balcony pots are
handmade from poly-resin and reinforced with
ﬁbreglass and polished, these pots are
lightweight and strong.
Available in charcoal, grey and white
and in a number of styles, they look great
on their own or in clusters.
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